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RESOLUTION 
ON THE. 


RANGOON TOWN POLICE REPORT 


For the year I9!9. 





Extract from the Proceedings of the Government of Burma in the Police Department,—No, 1R.-7, 
dated'the r4th May 1920. 


ba) 


READ— 
The Report on the Rangoon Town Police for the year 1919. 


RESOLUTION.—The returns appended to this Report indicate a steady 
increase in the more serious forms of crime. The forging of currency notes 
appears to be receiving especial attention from the criminal classes. There was an 
outburst of this form of crime in the years 1912 and 1913, when the number of true 
cases was 186 and 102: thereafter there was a steady drop until 1918 when the 
figure rose to 40, while in 1919 the figure was 98. The increased substitution of 
currency notes for coin no doubt explains this recrudescence. The number of 
true cases apparently only represents cases in which forged notes are handed over 
to the police, and it is possible to hope that the artists who engraved them were not 
indigenous to Burma. Burglary in divers forms was another offence which is 
becoming increasingly common. The number of true cases was 296, which is 
far higher than in any previous year : ten years ago the figure was 138, and the 
average for the last ten years is 158. Cases of ordinary theft, too, are on the 
increase. The causes of the increase in crime generally are analysed by the 
Commissioner in paragraph 13 of this Report, and the Lieutenant-Governor concurs 
in Mr. Nangle’s views. His Honour hopes that the increases, shortly to be 
announced, in the pay of subordinate ranks of the force, together with the steps 
now being taken to improve the housing accommodation, will stimulate recruiting 
and enable the force to be brought up to strength, and he is ready to consider 
Proposals for a further increase in the strength, if necessary. As regards the 
difficulty i in obtaining conviction in face of the legal talent which criminals manage 
to command, Sir Reginald Craddock will be glad to receive from the Commis- 
sioner a report as to the steps which should be taken to introduce a more 
efficient system of prosecution than that which now prevails. . 

2, In paragraph 44A of his Report the Commissioner complains of the 
labour (unpaid) involved in the censoring of cinema films. Orders have been 
issued which will reduce the labour involved (it will not be necessary hereafter for 
films which have been certified in Bombay and Calcutta to be exhibited for censor- 
ship in Rangoon), and also provide for the remuneration in future of the 
gentlemen who offer their services as members of the Burma Certifying Board. In 
paragraph 39 Mr. Nangle comments on the difficulty of obtaining men of influence 
to take the post of headman. If, as would appear from his remarks, there are 
good reasons for this difficulty, the Lieutenant-Governor hopes that he will be 
able to suggest, for the consideration of Government, measures for rendering the 
post more attractive. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE RANGOON TOWN POLICE REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1919. 


3. The Lieutenant-Governor desires to thank Mr. Nangle and the officers 


whose names he brings to notice for their good work during the year. His Honour | 


wishes also to express his particular appreciation of the courage with which the 
night patrols carry out their duties despite the increasing prevalence of desperadoes 
who do not hesitate to shoot at sight. The question of arming these night patrols 
' with fireearms is under the consideration of Government. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Burma, 


F, LEWISOHN, 


Chief Secretary to the Government of Burma. 
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REPORT 


ON THE 


RANGOON TOWN POLICE 
| FOR THE YEAR 1019. 


PART I.—ADMINISTRATION. 


1. Strength of the Force.—The sanctioned strength of the Rangoon Town 
Police, Port Trust Police «and Hackney Carriage Police on the 31st December 
1919 as compared with the sanctioned strength on the 31st December 1918 is 
exhibited in the following table :— 


1918 1919 
re 
Officers. Men. fficers. Men. 
(i) Rangoon Town Police and Port Trust Police 98 1,238 98 1,238 
(ii) Hackney Carriagé Police oes eee 3 8 3 8 


(iti) Temporary Police sea aa Se 5 oa 2 


Total ... 106 1,246 103 3,246 


The three temporary European Sergeants entertained in the year 1916 in 
comnection with the establishment of a Customs Launch patrol between the 
Hastings and the mouth of the Rangoon River were discharged during the year 
as their services were no longer required. 

The two Sub-Inspectors and five Head Constables, temporarily deputed here 
from the Provincial Police, in connection with the taking of the finger impression 
and the examination and supervision of Far Easters and other suspicious charac- 
ters arriving in Rangoon by several steamers, have not been included in the 
above table. 

The actual strength on the 31st December 1919 was 98 officers and 1,192 
men, #.¢., a shortage of five officers and 54 men. ‘The shortage of five officers is 
due to one Imperial Police Officer’s appointment being kept vacant, giving charge 
of two divisions to one officer, and two vacancies in the rank of Sub-Inspector 
and two in European Sergeants which occurred towards the close of the year. 

2. Cost of j eae here has been an increase in the cost of the force from 
Rs. 7,06,717 in 1918-19 to Rs, 7,52,131 in 1919-20. 

3. Conduct of the Force.—The conduct of the force is illustrated in the 

following table :— 


1918 1919 
| ain \ 
. Officers. Men. Officers. Men. 
Dismissed see one 13 1 14 
/ Removed toe 1 13 2 27 
Discharged eee Ses 19 sie 15 ‘ 


The increase in dismissals and removals was necessary to maintain the discipline 
of the force, as owing to the war many men of an undesirable type had to be 
taken on, 

Ten out of the 14 men dismissed were first tried in a Court of law and were 
convicted. 

The officers dismissed and removed were all Europeans, one for negligently 
allowing a prisoner to escape and two for drunkenness and neglect of duty. 

(ii) Dsscharges,—Eight out of the 15 men discharged were from the Training 
- Depét as being unfit for Police work and the remaining seven men were trans- 
ferred to districts. 

’ (iti) Excluding dismissals, removals and discharges, 21 officers and 173 men 
as compared with six officers and 76 men in 1918 were otherwise departmentally 
punished during the year under report. The 21 officers punished were one Deputy 
Inspector, 12 Sub-Inspectors, and eight European Sergeants ; one Sub-Inspector 
being rs thrice and one Sub-Inspector and one European Sergeant punished 
twice each. 
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4. Resignaitons.—The number of resignations during the year under report 
amounted to four officers and 89 men as compared with one officer and 89 men 
during the previous year, The four officers who resigned were European Sergeants 
and their resignations were due to their having obtained more remunerative 
appointments outside the Department ; most of the men resigned as they could 
not get leave at the time of need owing to the shortage of strength. 

5. Desertions.—Seven men are entered in Statement E as having deserted ; 
only two men actually deserted the force; the remaining five men being Indian . 
Constables who failed to return to duty on the expiry of their leave. 

6. Deaths and Pensions.—One officer and 21 men died during the year as 
against one officer and 12 men of the previous year. 

Three officers and 32 men retired on pension or gratuity during the year under 
report, Almost all the men retired were invalided by the Civil Surgeon, Rangoon, 
as they were unfit for further‘ service owing to ill-health. A very large number 
of officers and men were also treated as in-patients in the General Hospital, 
Rangoon. 

The health of the force has been bad due to overwork and bad _ housing. 
The sanctioned strength could not be maintained and was in itself insufficient for 
the needs of the City, so the men were overworked and could not get leave. 

7. Rewards.—The following table exhibits the number of officers and men - 


rewarded :— 

: Officers. Men. 

(i) From Reward Budget for marked detective ability, etc. 9 125 

(ii) From Rangoon Police Reward Fund sha 7 146 

(iii) By grant of Good Conduct Stripe es 85 

(iv) By grant of Gocd Service Certificates’... 13 7 

(v) Rewarded by other districts for arrest of criminals _... 9 23 

(vi) By grant of Good Sirvice Certificates by other districts 2 4 

- (vii) Rewarded by private firms and persons... se 2 I 
ae For arrest of deserters sas “ 2 oes 
(ix) Rewarded by Excise Departmen ace soe 8 27 
(x) Commended by Magistrates... ae tee 14 i 

66 429 


I would again point out that the amount available for rewards in the 
Police Reward Fund was found quite inadequate and some men who should have 
got rewards had to go without. The matter has been represented to Govern- 
ment and new rules will shortly appear in the Rangoon Police Act. - 

8. Zraining.—Two hundred and twenty-five recruits and one man received 
on transfer from other districts passed through the Training Depét against 207 in 
the previous year. Owing to the shortage of strength I was compelled to stop 
recurrent training this year also to enable the stations to carry on work. ' 

A really competent training staff is one of the urgent requirements of the 
Rangoon Police. ea ; 

9. Recrutting.—Excluding fourteen Constables received on transfer from 
other, Districts four European Sergeants, two Head Constables and 225 men 
were enlisted during the year. One man received on transfer and the 225 men 
enlisted were sent to the Training Depdt and were disposed of as under :— 


No. 

Resigned Seas 0) pate Sea re 14 
Removed as unfit ti wee ies 2 
Discharged as unfit _ te vag 8 
Passed out of Depét = es 3 163 
Remaining at Depét (on 31st December 1919) aa 39 
Total ea 226 


The average shortage of men for the year was five Burmans and 46 
Indians Though the average shortage of Indian recruits has greatly decreased 
from 85 to 46 the difficulty of obtaining suitable recruits has still been as great as 
ever. Burman recruits of a good stamp are very scarce. ; ‘3 

10. Butldings.--Petty repairs to some policc-stations were done and 
quarters for the Sub-Inspector and some Head Constables at Myenigone were 
built during the year. On the whole buildings are bad and cramped for space, 


the men being most abominably crowded. Many Sub-Inspectors and Head 
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Constables are not provided with free quarters and have to make their own 
dies aera in the Town. 2 : 

he Mogul Street Guard is to be rebuilt and the European Sergeants to be 
given decent quarters, and schemes for the improvement of nearly every police- 
station are in hand. 

11. Jnspections.—The Inspections of the District Superintendents of Police 
and Circle Inspectors were regularly carried out and were thorough and satisfac- 
tory. I personally inspected one police-station, the school and three patrol 
posts. All stations were very frequently visited by me, but during the five 
months | was in charge I| found other work so insistent that it was impossible to 
make time for formal inspections ; what was done | did in the holidays. 

12. General remarks.—This has been a yery heavy vear for the Police from 
a work point of view. They have been under strength, but there has been no 
grumbling ; all have worked willingly and well. 

Peace Celebrations, the Burmese Delegates and their meetings, the Satya- 
graha Movement and the Khilafat Movement all called for extra work of a most 
anxious nature which has, I believe, been carried out in a thoroughly efficient and 
satisfactory manner. 


PART II].—CRIME AND THE WORKING OF THE POLICE. 


13. The return shows an increase of 341 true cases under classes I to \ 
of Statement A, and there is no doubt but that crime is steadily on the increase. 

The causes are many, the outstanding ones being— 

(1) The unsettled times in which we live. : 

(2) The high and increasing price in the cost of living. 

(3) The growth of Rangoon Town. 

(4) The disbanding of the Jail’ Labour Corps which has thrown a large 
number of criminals free in our streets. 

(5) The smallness of the police-force for the work expected of them 
coupled with recruiting difficulties, the force never being up to strength. 

(6) The defects in the administration of justice in our Courts. Magistrates 
are so hard worked that they simply arbitrate on the actual facts placed before 
them, no real effort to arrive at all the facts being made. Often obvious evidence 
is missing but how seldom do we see a case postponed while the Magistrate has 
the missing evidence produced, 

Then criminals or the ones with any money have always the advantage of 
advice from trained lawyers, whilst against them are arrayed subordinate 
members of the police-force with the ordinary police training.. ‘This has all 
engendered a sense of safety in the minds of criminals which encourages them to 
take chances. Last year there was a dccrease inthe number of prosecutions 
under Public and Local nuisances ; this year the prosecutions have increased by 
no less than 1,232 cases, partly due no doubt to increased effort on the part of 
the police but also I think to the growth of the population and the housing 
difficulty. These 1,232 cases account for the major portion of the increase of 
1,277 cases under class VI, 

During the year action had to be taken against some of the local press, 
security for future good behaviour being taken, 

The murder of Saya Thin, Editor of the Mew Light of Burma, caused a 
great deal ofexcitement; the unfortunate man was undoubtedly the victim of 
revenge, as he was personally unknown to his assassin, 

14. Cognizable Crime.—The comparative table given below exhibits an Statement 
increase of 1,618 true cases as compared with 1918. The greater portion of this 4+ Part! 


increase is under special laws :— ; 
1918, - 1919, Increase. Decrease, 
Classes | to V se vee 2,783 9,134 at 
Class VI ose soe wo» 5300 = «6,577 19277 
Oe 
Increase 1,618, 
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The details of this increase under class VI are given below :— 


Increase, Decrease. 
Offences against religion ~ wid ie on tes sa 
Public and local nuisance ove eve ve. = «£,308 oe 
Excise Act ... tis ee ist es one 58 
Opium Act ... sei ove toe a {:) eos 
Gambling Act oes aie ooo sa aes jo 
Arms Act... a eos aaa see eo 12 
Rangoon Police Act one eve oes ji 66 1 
Prison, Postal and Cattle Trespass Acts es ise 2 see 
Army Act... a ee oo sae oo 2 
Telegraph Act oie ae see Gs si I 
Bad character and vagrancy one se se8 eo tes 
1420 143 
eee ed 


: Increase 1,297. 

As I have already pointed out, this increase is due to the growth of Rangoon 
and the accompanying congestion and housing trouble as well as to increased 
effort on the part of the Police. 

-15. Mon-cognisable Crime.—The magisterial returns again disclose a 
decrease of 403 cases as compared with 1918, the totals for 1918 and 1919 being 
respectively 10,093 and 9,690. This decrease is due to fewer pecs under 
Municipal, Cattle Trespass, Merchant Shipping, Indian Ports, Burma Fishery and 
Burma Canal Acts. Greater effort under the Municipal and Cattle Trespass Acts 
is called for from the Police. 

16, Summary of Crime.—The return of offences coming under the first five 
classes of Statement A, Part I, 7.¢., true crime, show that 1,671 true cases were 
investigated by the Police in 1919 as against 1,435 casesin 1918, being an 
increase of 236. The following comparative table of the more important offences 
under these five classes (excluding cases compounded, withdrawn and closed), 
exhibits the fluctuations :— 

1918, 1919. Increase, Decrease. 
(t) Offences relating to currency and bank 
no 





tes sie sea 98 58 a 
(2) Murder, attempt at murder and culpable 
homicide eee eos eee $3 38 5 
(3) Grievous hurt ek Ges 5° 45 ses 5 
(4) Ordinary hurt ... ses oe => Od 59 a 25 
(5) Dacoity oe ves ove r 4 3 
(6) Robbery sey as vee 18 22 4 one 
7) Lurking house-trespass ve =. 163, @0 42 ove 
uM Theft, ordinary ets we = - 790 94 152 eee 
(9) Criminal breach of trust... a8 76 22 * 
Total oe 1,351 1,50: 2 0 
935 507 86 3 
Increase 256. 


17, Detection.—The measure of success obtained by the Police is illustrated 
by 1,008 convictions in 1,671 true cases investigated as against 831 convictions in 
1,435 true cases in the previous year, the figure of merit having thus risen from 
58 per cent. to 60 per cent. Four undetected cases of previous years were 
successfully prosecuted to conviction. ~ 


The figure of merit as regards persons is shown below :— 


Arrested, Tried. Convicted. Percentage. 
18, 1,429 1,277 983 77 
1919. =, 701 1,598 1,224 77 


18, Sesstons.—Fifty-six cases were tried by the Court of Sessions during the 
year under report, of which 46 ended in conviction, 8 in acquittal and 2 withdrawn 
as against 63 cases tried in 1918 with 47 convictions and 16 acquittals. 

19. Co-operation.— Co-operation between Rangoon Town and District Police 
has been cordial and effective throughoat the year under report. Sixty-three 
persons were arrested for other Districts by the Rangoon Town Police. 
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COMMENTS ON THE SEVERAL CLASSES OF CRIME. 


20. Class [.—The returns exhibit an increase of 56 cases, the totals being Statement 


113 true cases for 1919 as against 57 cases in the previous year. The increase 
is mainly due to the large number of cases where the Bank of Bengal and the 
Currency Office make over to the Police forged currency notes received by them. 
The notes are generally of one Rupee denomination and each case is recorded 
by us though there is no @hance of detection. The notes have been received in 
the usual course of business and cannot be traced back very far. 


A, Past I. 


21. Class JJ.—This class exhibits a decrease of 15 cases. The compara- sane 


tive table given below shows the fluctuations :— 


Offences. 1918, 1919. Increase. Decrease. 

1) Murder ces ow 16 19 3 eee 
2) Attempt at murder 2 3 ry a 
3) Culpable homicide 5 1 sai 
(4) Rape see 1 I és ba 
(5) Unnatural offence aes I I ise 
(6) Suicide ie 4 1 ee 3 
7) Exposure of infants 6 7 I see 
8) Grievous hurt sé 50 45 soe 5 
9) Administering stupefying drugs 1 2 1 ove 
1o) Hurt we as 84 59 vee 25 
11) Abduction eee eee oo §=—«dA 9 tee 5 
12) Criminal force to women, etc. ie} %5 14 _ 
(13) Rash act soe asa 4 4 ae 
(14) Wrongful confinement _ 3 . 3 
201 186 26 4 

_ — rend 

Decrease 15. 


There has again this year been an increase in murders, but a considerable 
decrease in hurt cases ; this class of crime can only be controlled to a very limited 
extent and then only indirectly by Police action and its fluctuations cannot be 
accounted for. 3 

The following cases call for brief notice. 

The murder of Saya Thin, the Editor of the Mew Light of Burma, has 
already been commented on. 

On the night of the 27th of February two constables, who were on patrol, 
were called to a house where two burglars were at work. They tried to arrest 
the thieves and were both shot: one died of his wounds and the other survived. 
There was no clue. 

On the 30th of September at about 2 a.m- two patrol constables met a 
couple of thieves who bolted with the constables in pursuit. Constable 
Jit Bahadur caught and closed with the man he was after ; he was stabbed in the 
neck dying almost at once. There is very little doubt but that the Police arrested 
the murderer, but the evidence was not sufficient to obtain a conviction. Jit 
Bahadur's widow has been given a pension, : 

, On the .3oth of December two officers on night patrol met four’ respectably 
dressed men whom they challenged, Being suspicious, the Police ordered the 
men to come with them to the Taunglonbyan Police Station, whereupon one of 
the men pulled a gun and shot Constable Ramnan Partab inthe stomach, This 
constable recovered but had a very close call. 

This attempt at murder was committed by a gang of desperadoes from 
Kyaikto ; a few nights ago history repeated itself, but this time a Sub-Inspector 


. . armed with a revolver was present ; he shot one of the robbers who turns out to 


be from Kyaikto ; this is probably the same gang. 

Night patrol work is getting so dangerous in Rangoon that I am of opinion 
that our patrols should be armed with American Riot guns firing 12 bore 
cartridges loaded with shot. At present they are absolutely at the mercy of 
gangs armed with firearms. 

There was a brutal murder committed by a Chinaman who killed an old 
woman in her room in 22nd Street. She made a statement before she died 
before some Chinamen, and the accused was arrested. The murderer and the 
old woman belonged to different clans. The clan elders met and an arrangement 
was come to, so when the case came to court the Chinese witnesses swore that 
the name given by the dying woman was a different one and accused got off, 
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A constable from Insein going on duty to Akyab had a row with a passenger 
whom he kicked. The passenger died and the constable got one year's rigorous 
Imprisonment under section 325, Indian Penal Code. 

22. Class 1//.—The increase under this class is 41 cases and an analysis of 
the several kinds of crimes grouped under it shows that the increases are under 
the most serious classes. - 

The fluctuations are exhibited in the following comparative table :— 


Offences, 1918, — 1919. Increase. Decrease, 

(1) Dacoity toe 4 3 a0 

(a) Robbery wae we «= 188 22 4 sis 
(3) Serious mischief oe «oS 8 os 

(4) Mischief by killing, etc. : 2 1 se t 
(5) Lurking house-trespass .., 163 205 43 

199 240 49 8 

Esso ar ee Neemye sae y= eee eed 


Increase 41, 


There are gangs of ruffians in Rangoon whe live by crime and are well known 
to the Police ; they frequently commit robberies which are not reported at all. 
If the public would help and come forward to say what they know, these persons 
could be dealt with, but the public are afraid of reprisals and the Police can da 
nothing. I give below a short account of some cases. 

(a) Two Chinese schoolgirls, Cheng Heong and Byit on their way home 
on their return from school in 17th Street, were attacked by four persons at the 
corner of 24th and Dalhousie Streets. From the former a gold bangle was 
snatched after cutting her right thumb and from the latter a gold necklace. All 
four were subsequently arrested and sent up for trial. They were convicted by 
the District Magistrate in his case No, 26/19, dated the 21st March 1919. 

(4) Complainants Maung Po Sein, Maung Hla Gyaw and Maung Tun 
Hiaing residing in Sule Pagoda Road reported to the Police at 8-30 p.m, on 19th 
January 191t9 that they all went to the night bazaar in Fraser Street to buy some 
vegetables, While they were returning they noticed three Burmans following 
them from near Messrs. D. Burn & Co.’s premises. When they got near the 
eastern gate of the be the Burmans called out to them to stop and searched 
their persons. One of the three robbers asked Maung Hla Gyaw for some opium 
pointing a white handled clasp knife at his breast and took away RKe.1 from his 
pocket. The other robber took Rs, 2 from Maung Po Sein and the third got 
nothing from Maung Tun Hlaing but he helped the others by holding the hands of 
the complainants, This third robber was arrested by the help of Police Con- 
stable 588 Bakhtawa Singh, but the other two men bolted During the course of 
investigation two men named Ah Lain and Bar Bar were suspected as associates, 
but nothing could be proved against them. The man named Nga Nyein who was 
arrested was sent up for trial before the Eastern Subdivisional Magistrate who 
nin a him to one year and six months’ rigorous imprisonment in case 

0. 57/19. 
S718 A robbery was committed by four men armed with two guns and a 
dashe on 27th August 3919 inthe house of Maung Ba Si at No, 288, Kyundaw- 
Kwetthit, Kemmendine, property valued at Rs. 20 being taken. The case 


remains undetected. ; 
(d) In this case while Maung Hla of Twante was walking down 25th Street, 


-he was suddenly held up by four men and relieved of Rs. 11-8-0 at about lam 


light time on the 19th October 19:9.. The complainant, after the robbers Icft 
him, gave chase and raised a hue and cry and one of the robbers was immediately 
arrested. He could not give the descriptions of the other robbers, so this one 
Maung Tun was sent up for trial and was convicted by the District Magistrate 
to four years’ rigorous th ease and to report the change of residence after 
release to the Police for three years, 

Lurking house-trespass cases (sections 457, 4,8 and 459, Indian Penal Code), 
have, as predicted by my predecessor last year, gone up in numbers, The only 
way to keep down these cases is by good night patrolling ; the force does its best, 
but we have not got enough men to do all that should be done. Convictions are 
poor, only 96 cases out of 205 true cases investigated being obtained. 
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23. Class /V.—This class exhibits an increase of two true cases, the totals 

for 1918 and 1919 being respectively seven and nine. No comments are called 
for. 
24. Class V.—Excluding the 406 cases in which investigation was refused, 
crime under this class shows an increase of 162 cases, the totals for two years 
being 1,107 in 1919 and 945 in 1918. aan Ss fees . 

A comparison of the offences under this class is shown in the following table :— 


Offences. - 1918. | 1919. Increase. Decrease, 
(©) Ordinary theft on oe §=—s- 798 948 152 
(2) Criminal breach of trust es 76 98 22 se 
(3) Receiving stolen property -_ 7 16 9 tos 
(4) Cheating ‘es age 36 31 see Biss 
(5) Trespass Oe ays eee 23 1 tes ir 
(6) Breaking closed receptacles oe - 8 3 see 5 
Total és 945 1,107 183 a 
. a | 
Increase 162. 


The following comparative statements illustrate the position :-— 


(a) Excluding cases in which investigation was refused. 


Cases. Convicted. Percentage. 
1918 as see 945 _ 600 63 
1919 sae see 1,807 760 69 
(6) Including cases in which investigation was refused, 
Cases. Convicted. Percentage. 
1918 ie coe = 1,379 600 47 
1919 ae «1,513 760 50 


The serious increase in this class is due to the unfavourable economic condi- 
tions following the war and to the fact that the tewn is full of masterless men 
from the Jail Labour Corps, the Regiments, the Motor Transport, besides those 
released from jail on various pretexts. 

25. Property stolen and recovered.—The total value of property stolen under 
all classes of crime amounted to Rs. 1,96,258 as compared with Ks. 1,69,858 in 
the previous year. The recoveries during the year under report amounted to 
Rs. 92,328 or 47 per cent. as against 39,217 or 48 per cent. in 1918. 

26. Excise Act.—During the year under report 260 cases were instituted, of 
which 213 or 82 per cent., as against 324 cases in the previous year with 271 or 
84 per cent. convictions. The Rangoon Police took up during the year 81 cases, 
of which 76 were convicted and five acquitted. ; 

27. Optum Act.—One hundred and forty-five prosecutions were instituted 
during the year under report, of which 131 cases or go per cent. ended in convictions 
as'against 106 cases with 78 cases or 74 per cent. convictions in 1918. The Police 
can be credited ‘with g6 cases with 85 convictions. I am of opinion that the 
Excise should do better considering that they have nothing else to do. 

28. Gambling Act.—During the year 1919, 202 cases were sent up for trial, 
of which 173 ended in convictions and 29 in acquittals, as against 258 cases with 
235 convictions and 23 acquittals in 1918. : 

29. Arms Act.—'l here were 21 true cases dealt with during the year under 
report, allof which ended in conviction as compared with 32 true cases with 31 
convictions and one in acquittal in 1918. Tlie weapons seized were two revolvers, 
four rounds of cartridges, three spears, 14 daggers, one clasp knife and one iron 
rod. ; 

30. Rangoon Police Act.—(i) Sections 30, 31 and 31B.—The comparative 
table below illustrates the activities of the Police under these most important 


1 } 


preventive sections :—- a - 


Cases. Conviction. - Percentage, 
1918 x sae 314 ‘(384 go 
1919 ove .-397- 349 - 88 
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(ii) Section 43A.—Fifteen prosecutions were instituted, out of which i4 
persons were convicted and three. discharged. The amount of fine imposed on 
them was Rs. 100. In all 17 prohibitory orders were issued and two persons 
vacated before any action was taken. 

(iii) Section 438.—The number of prosecutions instituted under this 
section was four and all ended in convictions. The amount of fines imposed on 
them was Rs. 75. In all 78 prohibitory orders were issued, ° 

(iv) Section 43c¢.—There was only one case under this section and it 
ended in conviction. The amount of fine imposed was Rs. 150, 

Prostitutes are now scattered all over the town ; some improvement may be 
expected when the new legislation comes into force. 

The prosecutions under sections 30, 31, 31A show that the Police have not 
relaxed their efforts and that the night patrols are really-on the alert. Rewards 
are paid regularly ; they are naturally very small ones, but it undoubtedly 
encourages the men to continued endeavour. 

31. Lepers and Lunatics.—Seven pauper lepers were dealt with during the 
year as against 11 in the previous year and 116 lunatics were sent to the Asylum 
for observation and 109 reception orders were issued. 

32. Bad Livelthood.—Two cases of bad livelihood were instituted during the 
year and all ended in convictions as against three cases with two convictions and 
one withdrawal in the previous year. Far more should be done and could be 
done if there was better co-operation from the public, but that is our trouble, and 
I do not see what can be done about it. 

33- Surveillance of Criminals.— 


Number on Station Register on tst January 1919 = «5 = 498 
Brought on Register during 1919 eee we 356 

, Total ... 854 
Returned to honest livelihbod Wee wee 44 
Transferred to other districts es we 20K 
Died ove soe eee oon 20 


Total expunged es 265 


Balance on Register on 31st December 1919 we = 589 


The balance is made up as follows :— 


1) Convicted during the year... a bs 126 > 
'2) Gazetted as lost sight of sai is ae 40. 
Lost temporarily ea ‘és ase 78 , 
(4) Under surveillance sis ne we 384 
(5) Under arrest = be “be I 
Total o. = § 89 


Three hundred and seventeen previously convicted prisoners were reconvicted 
during the year, out of which 33 were dealt with under section 565, Criminal 
Procedure Code, and ordered to notify their movements to the Police, 

34. Identtfication of Old Offenders.—Seven hundred and eighty offenders 
were identified during the year. The details are exhibited below :— 


Once convicted tee as aa 3a! 
Twice convicted ax ai su0 174 
Thrice convicted oe an nei 85 
More than three times jae TT ie 200 

Total toe 780 


Of these 438 were identified by means of finger-print impressions and 342 by 
Jail -officials. 

35. Absconders.—F ifty-eight absconders were proclaimed during the year, of 
whom 23 were arrested, Seventeen old absconders of previous years were also 
arrested. The Police were also successful in arresting 63 who were wanted for 
offences committed in other districts. - 
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36. Drunkenness.—There were 1,352 prosecutions with 1,114 cénvictions in 
1919 as against 1,063 prosecutions with 938 convictions in 1918. Twenty-eight 
offences, namely 11 under section 324, Indian Penal Code, one under section 304, 
Indian Penal Code, seven under section 325, Indian Penal Code, three under 
section 353, Indian Penal Code, one under section 354, Indian Penal Code, one 
under section 380, one each under sections: 376, 337, 397 and 326, Indian Penal 
Code, respectively, can be directly attributed to drink, 

37. Female Emigration from Madras.—Nil. 

38. Beat Patrols have as far as possible been efficiently carried out.’ More 
policemen have been sanctioned: and when we can recruit up to the strength I antici- 
pate an improvement in night crime. 

39. Headmen.—During the year 47 headmen were rewarded with money. 
Several more had their Khanzas endorsed for good work. Two headmen were 
awarded Good Service Certificates and Silver Daks by the Local Government. 
Headmen have worked well but there are a number of undesirables; some have 
been removed and some remain to be dealt with. Men of some influence in the 
quarter will be asked to take their places, but the appointment is not sought for by 
people of the best class and I don’t know that I am surprised. 

40. Escapes.—During the year under report there were three escapes from 
the Police custody, their names being Nga Po Maung a/sas Po Haing, J. R. 
Mickie a/sas William and Suliman. Accused Nga Po Maung was rearrested and 
brought to the station from where he escaped. He was convicted to one year 
and six months’ rigorous imprisonment. 

On 18th June tgtg, an undertrial prisoner, J. R. Mickie, was brought to 
Rangoon from Calcutta under escort of European Sergeant Bellety of Bengal 
Police, 24-Parganas. They landed on the: morning of 18th June 1919 and the 
prisoner was to be taken to Rangoon Central Jail. The prisoner requested the 
Sergeant to take him to the house of the prigoner’s mother at No. 7, 37th Street, 
as he wanted to see his child, his wife having died before he was taken to jail. 
Accordingly the Sergeant took him to the house and both of them entered. After- 
wards the prisoner bolted and the Sergeant gave chase but without success. Every 
effort has been made to trace the escaped prisoner, but sq far without success. 
The Sergeant was reported to the Superintendent of Police, 24-Parganas, Calcutta, 

. for such action as he considered fit. 

At about 4 P. M. on 24th March 1919 one Suliman, who was arrested by the 
Police on S. S. “ Lunka” on suspicion for having currency notes and an American 
rolled gold watch in hia possession, escaped from police custody. The officers 
responsible for his escape were dealt with departmentally. The escaped prisoner 
was however rearrested by the Calcutta Police and was convicted on trial. 

at. Punttive Force.—Nil, 

42. Twenty-six fires and 19 alarms were attended by the police. Special 
reports were forwarded to Government in all cases in which considerable damage 
was done. . 

43. Municipal Bye-laws.—An increase of 1,594 prosecutions is recorded 
during the year, the number in 1919 being 13,753 as against 11,159 in 1918. 

(11) Cantonment Act.—An inerease of 32 nuisance cases under the 
Cantonment Act is recorded, the totals being 102 and 134 for 1918 and 1919, 
respectively. : , 

44. European Police.—Four extra men, to watch against gun running, were 
disbanded during the year, otherwise the force remained. the same as last year. 
The duties are increasing and the men are overworked and the force which has 
worked well, will, in the near future, have to be increased. More Sergeants for 
night patrol work will be required and also for traffic at the large numbers of 
theatres and houses of entertainment that are springing up. The coming and 
going of aviators also throws a lot of extra work on the European. police. 

44A. Miscellaneous.—One hundred and six vernacular plays and dramas were 
censored during the. year, of which one was wholly rejected and three were partly 
tejected as they were considered objeqtionable on religious grounds. One 
thousand and seventy-four cinema films were passed for exhibition by the Sub- 
committees, of which one was wholly rejected and six were rejected in parts. Five 
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hundred and twenty-four police licenses were issued during the year for various 
rocessions and festivals, and traffic regulated at each. Something will have to 
be done about censoring cinema films. Either do away with the censors and 
allow plays passed in Bombay and Calcutta, or pay a fee to the censors who 
could then be chosen for their suitability and intelligence, At present any one 
who can spare the time has to be thankfully accepted, and then it often happens 
that he cannot come. ; 

45. Port Poltce—During 1919, 2,373 prosecutions were instituted for the 
breach of Port and Harbour rules, of Shick 1,898 ended in convictions, to in 
acquittal, discharge or withdrawal and 465 pending at the close of the year. In 
these cases 2,373 persons were proceeded against, of whom 1,898 were 
convicted, 10 dicharged or acquitted and 465 remained pending at the close 
of the year. ; 

The fines realized amounted to Rs. 21,118 as against Rs.:13,508-4-0 in the 
previous year and Rs. 88,404-8-o being passenger and cargo boat license fees 
were collected with the assistance of the police. | 

Seventy-eight corpses were sent to the mortuary by the Port Police, the 
nationalities of these being :—~ 


Europeans vee se -~ «68 
Anglo-Indian ae wee tes 1 
Burmans ie aes coo =o 
Chinamen oa sos 3 
Hindus toe eee 13 
Musalman see ove 3 
Madrasi I 
Corringhees 38 
Gurkha 2 
nown 5 
Total 78 


The cause of death in these 78 cases were :— 


Natural Sie, we . =—-98 
Unknown ae see ry | 
Accident sie ite ei 4 
Drowning nee : oe (°) 
Suicide das fee sé 2 
Snake-bite ar od cane 1 

Total . 98 


Four cases of rice and one of paddy theft were reported during the year, of 
which all ended in conviction. These prosecutions were in respect of 37 baskets 
of rice and eighteen baskets of paddy, of which twelve baskets of rice and 
eighteen baskets of paddy were recovered by the police. One hundred baskets 
of rice were also the subject of criminal breach of trust by a servant in one case 
and nothing was recovered. The absconder in this case has since been arrested. 
There is an improvement in the working of the River Police. Patrolling by 
night is regularly carried out but should, I think, show more results as there is 
no doubt that thieves come into Rangoon or leave it every night of the year; 
still the River patrols seem very seldom to run into them. I hope matters will 
improve now that the District Superintendent of Police, River, personally checks 
“night work. | . 

46. Leck-up.—Four thousand nine hundred and seventy-five persons passed 
through the Rangoon Town Lock-up as against 4,094 in the previous year or an 
increase of 881 when compared with the previous year. 

The undermentioned detail exhibits the variations :— 





1918, 1919. Increase, Decrease. 
Rangoon criminals ws . 2,090 131 rpat 
Rangoon nuisances se 232 ged oe 
. Hanthawaddy criminals... 197 -303 1 eae 
Other districts . exe 1585 1,284 ve gor 
Total... 4,094 4975: 8,382 : 301 
‘ - v 
Increase 88; 
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One thousand eight hundred and _ seven released prisoners were forwarded to 
their hones in all parts of the province. The work at the Lock-up is heavy and 
the men are overworked and do not get enough Tt I intend going up for 
more men, but do not see much use in doing so till I have filled the large number 
of vacancies now oe 

‘47. Bailif.—The following properties passed through the Bailiff’s Depart- 
ment during the year :— 
Cases. Value. 





Ra a FPF. 
Intestate estate eee vee 118) = 4,343 8 4 
Unclaimed property __... ove 585 588 9 1 
Total a 697 9530 © 5 
The previous year’s figures were :— 

Cases, Value, 
Rs a P. 
Intestate estate veo coe 133 45544 1 Io 
Unclaimed property oes tes 369 15576 11 10 
oats a SS 
Total 491 6,t23 7 8 


48. Hackney Carriage Depariment.—The “number of hackney carriages 
and rickshaws licensed during the year shows an increase over the previous 
year’s figures, the corresponding figures beingdetailed as below:— 


1918, £919. Increase, Decrease. 
Hackney carriages we = 740 boo oo go 
Rickshaws eee « 23,2233 2,541 619 ove 


Increase 589 

The number of hackney carriage drivers’ licenses issued dutin the year shows 
an increase of 30, the figures.for 1918 and 1919 being respectively 1,125 and 
1,155. The total number of rickshaw-pullers licensed during the year is 3,384. 
The working of this Department was most unsatisfactory. I had to punish one of 
the members of the staff very severely for drunkenness. ‘There was universal 
discontent amongst owners and drivers and very serious allegations were made. 
The matter had my personal attention and! think there is an improvement 
already which will continue. 

49. Motor Trafic.—During the year under report 408 additional motor 
vehicles were registered and 749 drivers’ licenses were issued. 

50. Services of Ofteers.—Mr. E. C.S. Shuttleworth held charge of the Com- 
missionership from the beginning of the year up to 30th June 1919 when I took 
over charge from him, Mr. M B. Comber, District Superintendent of Police, 
held charge of both Central and Western Divisions up to 7th June 1919 when 
Mr. H. D, Grantham, District Superintendent of Police, took over charge of the 
Central Division and Mr. W, Perry, Officiating Deputy Superintendent of Police, 
took over charge of the Western Division. As Mr. Perry proceeded on long 
leave preparatory to retirement from 11th December 1919, Mr. Grantham took 
over charge of the Western Division in addition to his charge of the Central 
Division from that date. Mr. G. N. Hetley, District Superintendent of Police, 
held charge of the Assistant Commissionership throughout.the year. Messrs. 
E. Brown and T. Austin, Deputy Superintendents of Police, held charge of the 
Eastern and Port Divisions respectively, during the year under report. Deputy 
Superintendent of Police, U Kyan, A.T.M., held charge of the ex-Queen of Burma 
from 32nd April 1919. 

The following officers have worked well and hard during the year and I would 
like to bring their names to His Honour’s notice :— 


Mr. H. D, Grantham Mr. G. N. Hetley 
: Deputy Superintendents of Polses, 
Mr. EB. Brown. Mr, G. D. F. Colquhoun. 
. Inspectors. 
Mr. Sadiq Ali, Maung Ba Yi. 
Mr. H. Smith. Mr. J. H. L.Castor. 
: Mr. G. E, Litchfield. 
Office. 
Mr, A, C. Paul, Chief Clerk. Mr. G. V. Sarma, Accountant, and 


Inspector Mr, R. B, H. West of the Arms Department. . 
H. C. NANGLE, 
Commissioner of Poltce, 
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STATEMENT A.—RETURN OF 
ParT L—Return of Cases 


i 








Offence. 


Serial Number. 
Number remaining for investigat 
(columns 445—6). 


i} 
| 


‘= Nuzmber pending from previous year. 


@ Nowber reported ta the year, 


i~ 









Sections of the Indien Penal 
Code. : 






1 | 418, 117, 118, 119 wa Abstivent of cognizable offences ais - 
Albeo. <2 Cogulzab'e criminal conspiracy sea = 
Total Sea 









Ccase 1.~—Orrances aodtwor tHe STATS, PUBLIC TRANQUILLITY, SAPETY AND 
Justice. 
2 | 181to 196,188 =. oo ; Offences relating to the Army and Na oe ove 
8 | a1 bap on .. | Offences relating to coin id ees " ons ove 
4 | 266 to 268A =7 Offences relating to stamps ove 
6 | 467 and 471, Otfences relnting to Government | promissory notes .. 
6 | 489A to 480D . sas | Offences relating to currency notes and bank notes... 
7 | a9 to 916, 316A «. | Harbouring an offender on oes 
@ | sm, 226B and 396 Other offences against public justice wes ae 
© | 168 to 168, 187, 168, 180. Riotiog of unlawful assembly .. an pe 
10 | 140, 170,171... Personating public servant or soldier eee ove 


Total ove 
Crass I1.--Sartous orssncce AQAINGT THS PERCOW, 


11 | 808, 208, 896 . ae | Marder ie set ae 
12 | 807 = ies \. | Attempts at murder ... ‘ooo soe aes 
18 | 804, 808 eas ~ | Culpable homielde ... sca 
14 ei -. | Rape by a person other than the husband ... oo 
18 | 377 as ... | Unnatoral offences se 
16 | 317, ee oe .. | Exposure of infants of concesiment of birth oo 
17 | 806, 806, Attempt at, and abetment of, suicide ove oo 
18 49, 431, 4 836, 826, al Grievous hurt : is 
19 Administering stupefytog droge | to cause hart _ 
20 i, 880, 882, Ji Hurt 


388 10 869 and 872, 878 and Kiduspping or ubduetion, selling, ete., for : prostitation 
1. and dealing in slaves. 
RE to 948 ios a. | Wrongful confinement anil restraint he secret or for 


Brad ter of extortion. 
858, 884, 286, 857 ... | Criminal force to public servant of woman, or In 
attempt te commit theft or wrongfully confive. 
BOSA, BAB soe « + Rash or negitgent act causing death or atievous hart 
Total ove 


Erase mt -~-Serlovs OvrEnCes AGAINST PERSON amp PROPERTY, OR ACAINGT 
PROPERTY ONLY. 


005, 897, 898, 809, 403 Vacoity and preparation and assembly for dacolty ... 


004, 897, vu, 818, 893 Robbery ies con 
370, 281, Farry 480 to 428, 485 | Serloue mischief and cognate offences a ‘ide 
ee | 


428, 429 Mischief by dn poisoning or maimleg any animal 
454, 4b8, 457 to 460, 469 to 459! Lurking housestrespass or house-breaking with tutent 
te commit an wlence, or having made preparation 
for hurt and houee-trespass with a view to commit 
an offence or having m: Lege sir for hurt ove 
Gil, 400, 401... oe: Belonging to gangs of thugs, dacolts, robbers and 


Total oe 
Crass 1V.—MiInOR OvpEnces AOAINST THE PRROON. 





SS S55 


81 | 841 to 848 ro » | eceer restraiut and confinement se ies 
62 | 686, 387 on Rash act cansing hurt or endangering Ife ” uae 
O74 Jes Compulsory labour... ooo ‘és ove 


Total a 
Crace V.— Miwon o7vences AGAINST PROPERTY. 





Sots. ... | Theft inf Olaeary is “ we 
408 to 408 oe ... | Criminat breach of trust ns ae 


Ss to 414 on per Recalvise stolen property ee see se 
Cheat 


419, 430 
(47, 448 and 458 and «86 | Coteainel oc or houses trespaes and lurking house-trespass 
or house-breaking. 
6), 463 oe «| Breaking closed receptacle naa ee oes 






Total ts 






Crass V3.—-Ornan Ovrences wOT GrsctriED ABOvS, 
rd 6 tu 997 Be «+ | Offences against religion se os ooo ‘ett 
a 277, 279, 2%, 988, 985, | Public nuisances om i owe 7 






putsances punishable uader 
local laws. 






ae em Offences under iesitel and local laws dectased to be 
ewer 
48 | x0 and 110, GP.C. —_... | Bad'char = = 
Cuirsieal Trib Tribes Ac ... oe one 






Total 
Grann Torat 












) One undetected case of 1908, detected In 1919. One undetected case of 1918, detected in 1919, 
{5) Gon uadecected cove of tnly, artecrel ia lott, \ Three undetected enses ef 1 1018, detected in 1919, 

















































15 


APPENDICES, 


CUGNIZABLE CRIME FOR THE YEAR 1g19. 


(Paragraphs 14, 16, 17, 20 to 24 and 33). 


Remarks, 











One undetected case of 1918, detected in 1919. 
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STATEMEN!: A.—RETURN OF COGNIZABLE 
PART IL—Relurn of Hersene 


Released by Magistrate's ; 


begina 
169, Criminal Proce- 


i 
4g 
i? 
Law. Otfence. “4 a) 
~44 8 § 
q : Biba8 & 3 
Fy Bieee! 3 4 
Z at > FI 
3 1, 
} HEE: i 3 


qQ) (2% (a) 


Sections of the Indien Penal | 
Code. i) 








a | 4B, 119, 118, 199 * Abetment of cogniz:ble heiacs oe oe 
te) 198 (dy sae .« | Cognizable crimina! conspiracy “ woe 


Total oe 


Crass 1.—Ovvances agaimet THE Stage, PUBLIC TRANQUILLITY, saratY 





AXD aUeTICE. 
2 | 181 to 196, 188 - | Offences relating to the Army ond Navy ... me re 
8 | 831 to 264 os ~ , Offences retating to cola _ pe aa a 
4 | 26tr. CRA LL _ Offences relating tostampr oo a 
6 | 467 and 47! eo | Otfences relating to Government promtsso! ynotes ... ee 
6 | 4H9A to 189D ... .» Otiences relating to currency notes and notes... ae 
7 | Bi2 to 216, 216A «. Harbouring an offender ee aa ee as 
8 | 398, 225, 225Band26 =... Other offences ayaiust pablic justice ae os aie 
¥ | 143 to 158, 187, 168, 169... - Rioting or ankiwfulasvembly .. eos ove ee 
30} 140,170,171... . + Personating ponte rervant or soldier te ove ‘ae 
ANN 
Total ose = 
Crane 11.—-Ssatous oreencte A@ainet THE PERSON. 

1 ges. 908, 896 ow | Murder iss 3 al 
19 oa on | Attempts at murder ... oe oe ee 
18 tf 808 a t« | Culpable homichde me 
“14a | 876 as we | Rape by a person other than the hushand .. oe Re 
1 | 877 on ee | Unnataral etfences we a 
16 | 817, 818 aon <<. | Exposure of Infants or comcealment of birth we Ses 
17 | 805, 806, 909 Altempt at and abetment of suicide oe on rs 

18 | 829, 331, &:, 3, 826, ab Grievous hurt xe 
19 ee Admloistering stapefying dengs to cause hart ‘is aa 


90 880, $32, 8 Hart 
21 HG - 360 and m0, 873 and | Kiduapplog or abdaction, seliing, ete, tor; prostitution 


: 87 ani dealing In slaves. 
2 | M6to M8 owe «- | Wrongful confinement and restraint in secret or for 
Tpore of extortion, 
23 | 8, 864, 466, 357 .. | Criminal force to pablic servant or woman, or In 
attempt to commit theft or 'y confine. 
2g | 304A, 888 oa -» | Rash or negligeut act cansing denth or grievous hurt 


Vota! oo 


Cease 11},—Suniove oreexces ACatwet PERSON AND PROPERTY, OR AQAINOT 
PROPERTY ONLY. 


26 | 396, 897, 498, 899, 402 Dacot and ration and assembly for dacolty ... 
26 304, 897, 802, § ty Ptepa: a ly ee 7 

37 | 70, 20, 981, | 22, 480 fo 48, 488 Setiead snlechlef aid ‘cognate offences... a 
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